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flour into the diet of beri-beri patients. Although there has
not yet been a sufficiently extended trial of this addition to
the diet, the results, so far as they have gone, have been
very encouraging. From the general return of sick it would
appear that the total number of cases treated in all the hos.

pitals of the Straits Settlements during 1890 was 20,779, of
whom 832 were Europeans, and 19,947 Natives. The per-
centage of deaths to total treated was 4’44 Europeans and
12’10 Natives. 

-

THE NEW ROYAL WARRANT FOR OFFICERS
OF THE VETERINARY DEPARTMENT.

THE Army Orders for this month publish a Royal
Warrant altering the ranks of officers of the Veteri-

nary Department. The Warrant is drawn up on the
lines of that already promulgated for the Medical Staff.
The substantive ranks of the officers of the Veterinary
Department carry precedence and other advantages attach.
ing to the military portion of the title, but not (except as
elsewhere provided for) military command, or the presidency
of courts-martial, courts of inquiry, committees, or board
of survey. The substantive ranks of officers of the Veteri-

nary Department are now Veterinary Colonel, Veterinary
Lieutenant-Colonel, Veterinary Major, Veterinary Captain,
and Veterinary Lieutenant. The Director-General of the

Department is to hold the substantive rank of Veterinary
Colonel. The rates of pay, of half and retired pay, and of

gratuity on retirement are also laid down in the new
Warrant. 

___

LAPAROTOMY IN PERITONITIS.

DR. KRECKE of Munich has collected from various
sources the results of laparotomy in diffuse purulent peri-
tonitis,l and points out that the operation has been the
means of saving many lives; for, although the statistics of
peritonitis treated medically show a mortality considerably
below that given by laparotomy, it is clear, as he says,
that a large majority of the successful cases in the first
category are such as would never be submitted to surgical
treatment, many of them being referable to inflammatory
lesions of the female pelvic organs, and not of an infective
kind. Surgical intervention is, on the other hand, called
for in cases of general infective peritonitis, such as arises
from perforation or in the puerperal period, or from exten-
sion of suppuration from other parts. Dr. Krecke points out
the difficulties of securing effective drainage, and is averse to
irrigation, owing to the possibility of its disseminating septic
material to parts of the membrane not previously infected,
or of exciting haemorrhage. He prefers rather a simple
incision, drainage, and the use of iodoform gauze. Peri-
tonitis is fatal from septicaemia, due to the absorption of
poison from the cavity ; but it is remarkable how tolerant
the membrane may be of such virus. If the limit of this toler-
ance could be gauged, some guidance might be obtained as
to the appropriateness of surgical interference in any case.
But the fact is that there are various degrees and forms of
acute peritonitis, some being fatal from septic absorption
within a few hours of the onset, before even any notice -
able change takes place in the membrane itself. Early
operation is then called for, and consideration must also be
had to the source’of the inflammation. Dr. Krecke’s statistics
are interesting and instructive. He has collected 119 cases
of laparotomy in general peritonitis, the origin of which was
determined in all but 18, of which 9 were successfully treated
by laparotomy and 9 died. The majority of the remaining
101 cases belonged to the category of perforation-peritonitis.
Of these, 36 were cases of general peritonitis following per-
foration of the vermiform appendix ; 12 were cases of typhoid
perforation (a condition which at first sight it might seem
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hopeless to deal with), and these yielded 5 successes; 12
were due to perforation from gangrene and other causes
implicating the bowels-of the gangrenous not one recovered,
and of the 8 others only 3 were cured by the operation. No
case of perforating ulcer of the stomach has yet been saved
by laparotomy-a result precisely the same as that yielded
by medical treatment. Of traumatic cases, 3 of punctured
wounds and 1 of gunshot were recovered ; but of contusions,
only 3 out of 8 cases recovered from laparotomy. The
measure, however, saved 5 out of 13 cases of puerperal peri.
tonitis. Lastly, a group of cases of peritonitis from various
other causes gave 3 deaths and 6 recoveries. The total
result is 119 cases of general peritonitis treated by laparo.
tomy, 51 recoveries, and 68 deaths-statistics which are
certainly encouraging. ___

DRUNKENNESS IN ENGLAND.

THE returns of the total number of convictions for
drunkenness during 1890 in England and Wales have just
been published. It appears that 173,036 persons were con.
victed for this offence. No less than 15,942 were convictions
for being drunk on Sundays between 12.30 noon and midnight.
In the metropolitan police district the convictions numbered
23,212. Among the counties, Lancashire heads the list with
13,154. Durham comes next with 10,773; then Yorkshire
(West Riding), 9826. These are actual convictions for

drunkenness, and only suggest the amount of indiscreet and
injurious drinking which does not come within the purview
of the police courts. Much of this comes under the
notice of the members of the medical profession, whose
office it is at once to detect and to conceal it-to detect it as a
fruitful source of misery and disease in patients and their
families, and to cover it with a mantle of professional
charity. Apart from all discussions as to the refined lines
which divide temperance from intemperance, the above

figures must be a matter of concern to all serious persons,
and especially to medical men, whose responsibilities and
whose knowledge in the matter are very special.

THE DRAINAGE OF CAMBRIDGE.

AT last the Cambridge Town Council have decided to
adopt a scheme for the redrainage of the town, that of
Mr. Wood of Liverpool, at an approximate cost of ;CIOO,000,
being accepted. We say at last, as for twenty years at least
various schemes have been brought before the Cambridge 1m.
provement Commissioners, but for some reason or other such
schemes have always fallen through. It will be in theremem.
brance of our readers that in 1874, after the fatal outbreak of
enteric fever in the town, which outbreak also severely
affected one of the larger colleges, whose new buildings un-
fortunately were in close proximity to one of the town

drains, imperative orders were issued by the Local Govern-
ment Board to proceed at once with a reconstruction of the
town drainage. If such an order was imperatively required
seventeen years ago-and we have only to refer to the
accounts published in THE LANCET at that time to prove
in what a deplorably defective state the town drainage was
then-how much greater must be the necessity now, con-
sidering the rapid increase of the town population and the
consequent increased pressure on the already over-burdened
and choked outlets. Besides which, no amount of tinkering
could render efficient the old sewers, or adequately provide
for their sufficient ventilation. We have so frequently
heard that plans submitted have been approved by the
authorities that we feel rather sceptical lest some hitch

may occur with regard to the present proposal, and, till
the work is actually begun, must withhold our congratula-
tions to the University and the town. Should, however,
the work ever be completed, and the scheme adopted be an
adequate one, not only for present requirements, but also


